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GASTRITIS. By Rudolf Schindler. Grune & Stratton, Inc., New York,
1947. xii + 462 pp. $10.
The author has written a long monograph on a subject which is accorded
no more than a few pages in most text-books. This is not to be wondered at when
it is remembered that he has devoted almost 30 years to the study of the stomach
and has been responsible for the development and popularization of a technique
which makes possible the direct visualization of most of the interior of that
organ. The material incorporated in the monograph is based upon the study of
55 carefully selected histologic specimens and upon dinical and gastroscopic ob-
servations of more than 2500 cases of gastritis.
After presenting a brief historical survey and a detailed dassification of the
dinical types of gastritis, the author describes the histological features of the
anatomical divisions of the normal stomach and then indicates the variations
in the gross and microscopic appearance of the diseased stomach. The bulk of
the monograph is given to a detailed clinical description of the various forms of
gastritis included in the author's classification, each description following the
traditional headings of etiology, symptomatology, objective findings, diagnosis,
course, and therapy. In the latter part of the book there is a summary of the 55
selected cases that yielded the biopsy, resection, and autopsy specimens for the
histological studies. This is followed by a section composed of illustrations of
normal and diseased stomachs, of two colored plates of gastroscopic photographs,
and of occasional reproductions of roentgenograms.
The entire subject of gastritis is at the moment a controversial one. It is
doubtful if anyone else has made a comparable clinical and anatomical study
of the stomach and it is therefore not nowpossible, on the basis of other evidence,
either to affirm or todeny the author's findings and conclusions. It is dear that the
various elements of controversy can be resolved only by further studies that are
as extensive and detailed as those here recorded.
This work will be read with interest and with profit by investigators and
dinicians who are particularly interested in the disorders of the stomach, even
though they may not wholly subscribe to the opinions expressed therein. The
monograph is attractively printed. The illustrations are for the most part clear
and informative. An excellent bibliography is included. M.TAFFEL
RECENT ADVANCES IN CLINICAL PATHOLOGY. S. C. Dyke
(General Editor). The Blakiston Co., Philadelphia and Toronto, 1946.
xii + 468 pp. $5.50.
This book represents a "Rundschau" made by several British pathologists
together with a number of expatriates in England in contemplation of a return132 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
to their fatherlands. This authorship by committee is appropriate since no
single mind can present with authority the numerous techniques of the laboratory
as applied to clinical medicine. Authoritative editorship of the various sections
is available: Cruickshank for bacteriology, Allott for biochemistry, Della Vida
of Rome for hematology and cytology, and Robb-Smith for histology.
The book represents a panorama of the advances of the past 10-15 years.
They have been notable: Methods concerned with Rh typing of the blood;
those concerned with the assay of antibiotics in tissue fluids; the use of penicillin
in special media for the isolation of such resistant organisms as H. pertussis;
the cytological diagnosis of cancer by the identification of desquamated cells in
exudates and secretions; the differential Paul-Bunnell test-to mention but a few.
The latest references are dated 1945. But even where a sufficiency of time
has elapsed for intelligence to span the Atlantic, there are certain surprising
omissions. Thus, the Takata-Ara reaction is discussed, but Hanger's cephalin
flocculation method is merely named. There is no mention of the spectrophotom-
eter. So useful a technique as the antifibrinolysin test is likewise omitted. On
the other hand, one may complain that in a book entitled "Advances," it is
superfluous to present without emendation such methods as those of Ziehl-
Neelsen, Dorsett, or Petroff.
Many parts of the book are notable for skilful presentation and for the
good judgment and fairness with which controversial issues are discussed.
Particularly clear and well balanced are Della Vida's and F. Pick's presentation
of certain aspects of hematology, Wiesner's of testicular biopsies, Dorothy
Russell's of thewet-film technique in neurosurgery, and Holmes' of the peripheral
nerve biopsies. The illustrations in the section on "Histology" are a delight to
behold, although some have perhaps come too much under the influence of the
publisher's reducing glass. Alan Lendrum's appraisal of histological methods
has the value of a report of what has been tried and found true, and contains
many new suggestions.
This volume is more than a competent summary of the newer techniques;
it breathes the spirit of investigation and anticipation of even greater things to
come. AVERILL A. LIEBOW
THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF DIARRHEAL DISEASES. By
William Z. Fradkin. Grune and Stratton, Inc., New York, 1947. xiv +
254 pp.
Few conditions receive as short shrift in general practice as do the diarrheal
diseases. Although the experiences of the war have increased general awareness
of the many specific causes, all too often diarrhea in civilian practice is treated by
symptomatic measures only or by masterly inactivity. The present volume would
serve the physician admirably as a guide to the rational treatment of the diarrheal
diseases, since etiology, diagnosis, and treatment receive equal emphasis. The
reader who may be aware of the controversial nature of many current concepts,
particularly in regard to such distressing states as chronic ulcerative colitis, will
not encounter here any lengthy consideration of all pertinent sides of the